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Why has this report come to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee? 
The Child Poverty Task and Finish Group have finished their work and present their 
recommendations for the Committee to consider.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee are recommended to:

(a) Note the Children’s Charter;
(b) Recommend that Copeland Borough Council implement the actions 

recommended by the Children’s Charter as outlined in section 2.0 of this report;
(c) An Annual Report be produced on what actions the Council has undertaken 

under the Children’s Charter over the previous year;
(d) A Child Poverty Champion be elected from the members of the Council;
(e) Create a recurring Children’s Charter Task and Finish Group;
(f) Recommend that the Children’s Charter have a public launch; and 
(g) Recommend that the Children’s Charter and its accompanying recommendations 

are forwarded to the Executive. 

1.0 OVERVIEW

1.1 Child Poverty was added to the Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme at the 
meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on 31st May 2018. 
Members had read the Barnardos report “Being a Child in Cumbria” and wanted 
to make an impact on child poverty in Copeland. 

1.2 The task and finish group was made up of six councillors; Neil Ferguson, Gwyneth 
Everett, Sam Pollen, Denise Burness and Jeanette Forster with Ian Hill as the 
Chair.   Suzanne Wilson from the University of Central Lancashire was invited to 
the first meeting to help the group and continued to work with the group 
throughout. The group would like to express their gratitude to Suzanne for her 
invaluable contribution. 

1.3 The decision was taken by the group to create a Children’s Charter which would 
reiterate Copeland Borough Council’s commitment to fighting child poverty.  The 
group met with external groups to ensure that the Children’s Charter was 



created with direct input from children and organisations that already have 
experience of child poverty. The group worked with Howgill Family Centre and 
children from Girl’s Gang children’s group and have received feedback from a 
number of primary schools within the borough.

1.4 The draft charter and associated actions were presented to the Barnardos event 
‘You Said, We Did’ on Saturday 23rd March 2019 and received an overwhelmingly 
positive response. The work that Copeland will be doing has been highlighted as 
a “template the rest of the UK can follow” and feedback from the audience such 
as “I was proud to be a Copeland constituent and was given great hope that 
because of the work that you are doing that children’s lives are being impacted 
positively through their involvement and their voices being heard” was received.

2.0 CHILDREN’S CHARTER

2.1 The Children’s Charter shall be part of the Council’s Social Inclusion program. The 
charter shall not change but the actions that are undertaken by the Council will 
evolve as actions are completed. Each of the five key principles of the charter 
shall have actions attributed to it to ensure that the Council is continuing to 
make a difference to children’s lives.

2.2 The five key principles of the Children’s Charter are Hearing Your Voice, Working 
with Schools, Staying Safe, Promoting Health and Wellbeing and Changing 
People’s Attitudes.

2.3 The first actions that the council will undertake under the charter are:

2.4 Hearing Your Voice

Children will be added to the protected characteristics of the Equality Impact 
Assessments that are used by Copeland Borough Council.

Children from local school councils will be invited to attend an annual meeting 
of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Beacon shall continue to be focused towards children’s provisions.

2.41 An Equality Impact Assessment is a process designed to ensure that a policy, 
project or scheme does not discriminate against any groups of people who are in 
the protected characteristics. If there is a risk a project could accidently 
disadvantage vulnerable people then mitigation will need to be implemented to 
make sure that it does not. Adding children to the list of protected 
characteristics will ensure that they are never adversely affected by a council 



project or scheme. This will be trialled over twelve months before being sent to 
the Equality Working Group for review and implementation.

2.42 School councils shall be invited to an annual meeting of the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee to present ideas for the committee to investigate or analyse 
in the coming year. This will show children that the council listens to their voice 
and they can have a direct impact on the work the council does in their 
community.

2.43 The Beacon Museum shall continue to be focused towards children. At present 
the Beacon Museum has contact with every primary school in Copeland and 
Allerdale either through arranging visits to the Beacon Museum or from the 
team visiting their school. 

2.5 Working with Schools

The Council will create guidelines to engage children in policy consultations 
and service planning.

2.51 The Council will seek to engage with children on certain council policies that will 
affect them. Consultation will be done through various avenues, principally 
through schools, on two key policies a year. An example could be the recent 
implementation of the new recycling scheme as one that in the future could 
have ideas and feedback from children implemented into it.

2.6 Staying Safe

We will educate children in the use of Public Space Protection Orders and how 
they can be used in their community.

The Council will ensure that the safeguarding policy is up to date and renew it 
in a timely fashion.

We will reiterate our commitment to ensuring that the environment is safe and 
clean for children.

2.61 Public Space Protection Orders are a powerful tool that can be used by local 
councils to help make communities safer. They can be used on particular areas 
where nuisance behaviour is taking place and give the power to enforcement 
officers to impose fixed penalty notices on those carrying out the behaviour. In 
order for the council to create these orders evidence must be gathered and 
presented to the legal team in accordance with the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 
2014. Children have already provided evidence to impose orders in their local 



communities. The council would like to educate other children that they have 
this power to help make their community safer.

2.62 The council will ensure that all staff and councillors are aware of the council 
safeguarding policy and their responsibilities outlined within it.

2.63 Council Parks and Open Spaces teams will continue to keep areas that children 
use free from hazards so they can continue to play safely. 

2.7 Promoting Health and Wellbeing

We will ensure that children have a safe and clean environment to thrive in.

We continue to use our services and Copeland Health and Wellbeing Forum to 
create projects in your community ensure you grow up healthy, happy and all 
you can be.

2.71 The council will continue to lead on and promote children’s health and wellbeing 
through programmes such as the Healthy Weight Declaration and the associated 
Active Lives and Phunky Foods schemes.

2.72 We understand how essential leisure facilities are to the health and wellbeing of 
children and we will continue to ensure that our leisure providers continue to 
operate the Be Active Plus card so residents on low income get half price entry 
into those facilities. This will help to make sure that any child, no matter their 
situation, has access to leisure facilities.

2.8 Changing People’s Attitudes

We recognise that children are the future of Copeland.

We will challenge negative attitudes towards children facing the most barriers 
in life and look for ways our services can help.

2.81 Children will be the focus of the Children’s Charter launch to ensure that the 
media’s focus is on the issue of child poverty.

2.82 Council service plans are completed annually and must have equality impact 
assessments completed within them. With children being added into the 
protected characteristics within the Equality Impact Assessments, all service 
plans will take children into account and have to mitigate against any possible 
impacts they may have on children.



3.0 DETAIL

3.1 An annual report on the Children’s Charter would enable the council to keep 
track of the progress made on the actions that were created by the 
implementation of the charter and would keep child poverty in the mind of 
members.

3.2 A Child Poverty Champion to be elected from the council to represent members 
and feedback to the council when appropriate. The Child Poverty Champion will 
attend the West Cumbria Child Poverty Forum with the Strategic Housing 
Manager.

3.3 The creation of a Children’s Charter Task and Finish Group will enable a group of 
members and partners to periodically review the actions undertaken under the 
Children’s Charter and suggest future actions.

3.4 A public launch of the Children’s Charter will enable the Council to address the 
issue of the perceived non-existence of child poverty within Copeland from the 
public. Heightened awareness of the issue could help projects aimed at 
alleviating child poverty throughout Copeland because of increased participation 
and awareness. The event would be focused on the children who helped to 
create the charter and those that will be affected by it.



List of Appendices

Appendix A – Copeland Children’s Charter


